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~  ~  NEWS FROM OUR ALUMNAE  ~  ~ 
Mary Ann Yackley Walz ‘53 
(Somonauk, IL)  
Happy to see 2 of my day student classmates this year. 
Hope and pray we can return for our 70th anniversary 
next year. It would be nice to see more classmates. 
 
Joan Fender Pattermann ‘54 
(Ellenton, FL) 
My husband Tom and I sold our property in Illinois the 
end of October and are now residents of Florida, where 
we spend 6 months of the year. We bought property in 
Tennessee where we’ll spend the other 6 months – we 
are building a home there. Our oldest Dean and his 
wife live in WA. Our 2nd Lori, husband, son & wife 
and 3 great grandchildren (a 4th the end of October) are 
building a home on our property in TN.  We’ll have 4 
generations together. Our 3rd Lisa and husband live in 
IL. Our 4th child Lynn lives in IL, was married in Feb 
in TN. A grandson and wife live in IL as well as 4 
other grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren. 
 
Marcia Votsmier Fagan ‘54 
(Fishers, IN) 
So sorry I won’t be able to attend homecoming. 
Recuperating from a fall (fractured pelvis) and don’t 
travel well. John and I will celebrate 64 years of 
marriage on Oct. 11. We met at a young adult group at 
church, which turned out to be a good beginning for a 
relationship. 
God blessed us with 5 children and 17 grandchildren. 
Our 2 youngest grandchildren went off to college this 
fall. We have 3 great grandchildren and another due in 
April. 
I so appreciate the great education I received at SHA 
and am proud of our 3 granddaughters who are school 
teachers. 
 
Carol Karvon ‘55 
(Chicago, IL) 
Nothing new to report. Surviving COVID day-to-day 
like most of us; hoping and praying it will soon be 
behind us, and our lives can return to some semblance 
of normalcy. Looking forward to that day. 
 
Carol Kranz Boynton ‘55 
(Lakeside, CA) 
After graduating from SHA, I attended Moser Business 
College in Chicago; then married in 1957; had a 
daughter in 1959 (died in 1960); had three sons; first 
husband died; married again in 1985; retired in 1996 
after 43 years of working and moved to Hawaii where 
my husband had a good job. He died in 1997 at age 55. 
I stayed in Hawaii for six years, and have been back in 
San Diego for 20 years. Youngest son died in 2020 at 
age 54. 
 

We are happy to share the news gathered from SHA 
Alumnae.  Many of you send notes throughout the year, 
and some update us when we gather at Homecoming.  
Please send along any information and photos.  Your 
classmates are interested to hear memories of Sacred 
Heart Academy, as well as news of your life since.  
There’s a form on the back of The Echo which you can 
use to send us your news, or include a note when you 
mail your membership dues. 
 

A special thank you for reaching out and staying in 
touch this past year! 
 
Gidia Basso Fiaoni  ‘48 
(submitted by daughter Sharon Reeve) 
Our beloved mom passed away on June 25, 2021. She 
lived 90+ beautiful years. She was very proud to be a 
Sacred Heart Academy Alumna. She is survived by 
three daughters, 11 grandchildren and 11 great-
grandchildren. She is greatly missed. 
 
Margaret Sykora Fullmer ‘49 
(Willowbrook, IL) 
Now I am unable to drive any longer – so I will miss 
the get together. 
Best wishes! 
 
Terry Vesely Herzog ‘49 
(Romeoville, IL) 
Enjoying 19 years at our “55 and over” community. We 
keep busy with 
various clubs and bus 
trips offered at our 
community. Car 
shows with ’66 Chevy 
too. Will miss the 
reunion – trip planned 
to North Carolina. 
Sure hope to make it 
next year. 
Note: Terry did make 
it to homecoming! 
 
Evangeline (aka Angie) Aguila Clement ‘52 
(Beaverville, IL) 
“That in all things God may be glorified” – St. Benedict 
of Nursia 
God is good! Still maintaining stability of spiritual and 
physical health this particular stage of maturity; 
pushing almost 90. Amidst the challenges of Covid-19, 
human relationships are kept alive through family 
gatherings, phone calls, faith community events. 
Summer was celebrated with renewal vow of celibacy 
as SSCM consecrated laity and retreat with Servants of 
the Holy Heart of Mary at their Mother House in 
Kankakee. 
 



 

RoseAnn Sider Flowers ‘56 
(Lisle, IL) 
We had another year living at Villa St. Benedict. What 
are the chances we would live across the street from my 
high school friend Joan Esposito Norman! This year 
much more has been done to beautify the grounds. Our 
family of 3 children, 9 grandkids who live everywhere 
makes SHA memories very comforting. 
 
Karen (K.C.) Benay Cobe Watson ‘59 
(Lisle, IL)   
Finally moved to the suburbs permanently! Moved in 
with my daughter Angela and her family. I miss the city 
but get to see my 2 grandchildren! Lisle is still the same 
lovely town. 
 
Mary Ann Meyer Bobosky ‘59 
(Naperville, IL) 
We have lived in our house in Naperville for 49 years. 
My husband still practices law in downtown Naperville. 
I am busy helping start a new Arts Academy 6-8. We 
volunteer (on Advisory Board) at Loaves & Fishes 
Food Pantry & on Advisory Committee for Naperville 
Responds For Veterans. I am on Board of Naperville 
Bank & Trust. We have 4 children and 11 
grandchildren. 
 
Shirley Schloegel Kuta Utley ‘59 
(Chandler, AZ) 
So much has happened since the fall of 2021. My 
husband and I had to give up our lovely home in Sun 
Lakes, AZ and move into an Assisted Living 
Community in Chandler, AZ. It was a difficult move for 
us (me more than my Ron) but I have adapted to it very 
well. My husband is suffering from mild dementia 
among other problems. The move had to be made, and I 
promised him I would go wherever he had to go. We 
have a lovely 2-bedroom, 2-bath apartment and had to 
really scale down on what we could bring, but for the 
most part, we have everything we need in the twilight 
years of our lives. Our family support system lives 
close by and that is most important to us. In our 
community we have Catholic services in our small 
chapel once a week. There are many of us who cannot 
get out to attend Sunday Mass, so the church comes to 
us. It is always very nice. We have 80+ people in our 
community, and I am a Welcome Ambassador, so I 
know everyone in our building. I am also able to help 
friends who cannot get around easily with anything they 
may need. We have a wonderful staff of caregivers 
here, great food in a lovely dining room, and our 
housekeeping is done for us on a weekly basis. What 
more could one ask for? We just celebrated our first 
year here on Sept. 6th. We have 2 activity directors who 
keep us very busy. I am a pro at the game of Rummikub 
– a great game to keep your mind sharp.  
I would like anyone who knows me to give me a call at 
602-399-1562. Also, if you are visiting Arizona, please 
call and stop by.  God bless. 

Ann Norman Kim ‘60 
(Honolulu, HI) 
I have been enjoying my 2 grandchildren who live here 
in Hawaii (Róisín and Pól Seastrom.) I have nice long 
conversations with my grandsons in Portland (Thomas 
and Nico.) My days are filled with walking my two 
Australian Cattle Dogs and doing mundane chores. 
Yesterday I attended my first in-person Mass in 2-1/2 
years. Wonderful! 
 
Alice Nykl Sima ‘60 
(Downers Grove, IL)   
Traveling:  September 2021 Viking River Cruise 
Danube; March 2022 Viking River Cruise Rhine; 
September 2022 Cape Cod and October 2022 British 
Isles on Norwegian Cruise Line.  
President of Friends of Imiliwaha – supporting the 
Benedictine Sisters in Tanzania, Africa. Sister Afra & 
Sister Beatrice graduated from Benedictine University. 
They returned home to establish a school in 
Sumbawanga (Sr. Afra) and built a Surgery Center at 
Imiliwaha. St. Beatrice has completed her residency 
and is now an oncologist in Dar es Salaam. Hoping to 
go to Tanzania next year! 
 
Gloria Caracello ‘61 
(Downers Grove, IL)  
Every year I write about the things I enjoy and continue 
to do. This includes travel, volunteering with groups 
and substitute teaching. Family and friends of utmost 
importance. The beautiful memories of the years at 
Sacred Heart Academy are priceless. The friendships I 
made became lifetime friends. 
 
Sister Helen Jilek ‘61 
(Lisle, IL)   
2022- completed my 25th year as Treasurer of 
Benedictine Sisters. 
Helped facilitate the razing of the Boiler House. 
 
 

 
 



 

Christmas, a peace of Christmas. An Iranian was down 
and a USA player helped him get up, with a personal 
exchange between them that was beautiful. It was a 
moment that displayed the tone of the game, a moment 
of hope tinted with joy. 
Christ’s birth reminds me that Jesus’ life showed us 
how to spread God’s love in this world of turmoil. The 
small acts of kindness, consideration and care are the 
ways within our scope of ability. I hope Christmas 
brings more awareness and consciousness of our 
capability to give this gift of Love everyday in as 
many ways as each day presents to us. 
 
Mary Ann Althoetmar McLoud ‘63 
(Bryan, TX) 
Jim & I continue to live in the great state of Texas. 
Both our families live close by since my daughter & 
family moved back from New Hampshire this year. 
We plan to travel a bit more since getting through the 
Covid situation. Hoping to see several “old” friends at 
the homecoming. 
 
Judie Barenbrugge Carlisle ‘63 
(Gold Canyon, AZ) 
I wish I had some good news to report, but not this 
time around. I was diagnosed with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s 
Disease) earlier this year. So, sadly, I won’t be 
attending any more SHA reunions. Please pray for me, 
as well as my husband and family. This is not an easy 
disease to live with. Looking forward to the 
welcoming arms of Our Lord, and His angels and 
saints in the next life. 
God bless all of you … and thank you for the many 
wonderful memories we shared at Sacred Heart 
Academy! 
 
Carol Bekielewski Mejdrich ‘63 
(Crest Hill, IL)  
In Sept 2021 Dave & I finally decided to sell our home 
in Downers Grove, where we lived for 35 years. The 
house never went on the market because our neighbors 
made a bid which we accepted – so started the hunt for 
a new home. We finally found it in Carillon Lakes, a 
55+ community in Crest Hill, IL and we love it here. 
Going from a tri-level with a basement to a ranch 
home and no basement was a LOT OF WORK but we 
did it. 
I have another party on the 15th so I will not be able to 
attend this year but am looking forward to 2023 and 
our “60th” – Love & Peace to all. 
 
Joan Brummel Wiczek ‘63 
(Justice, IL)  
On July 25, 2022 I became a great grandmother to 
Alicia. Her proud parents are Larrisa (Wiczek) and Jim 
Grelck. 

Barbara Rayniak Buri ‘61 
((North Fort Myers, FL) 
I live in North Fort Myers, FL in a 55 plus community. 
My companion is Daisy, an 11-year-old Shih Tzu. She 
enjoys visiting neighbors and golf cart rides.  
I am a member of the Council of Catholic Women from 
my church. 
I visited my family, SHA Alumnae, and friends in June 
and July. I will return in October to visit again. 
My friend of 52 years visited me in September. We 
went to Sanibel and Captiva Island, the beach and 
Edison home. 
With friends in my community I go on boat trips, play 
cards, dominoes, shuffleboard, dancing, and we have 
happy hour once a week. 
Blessings and happiness for all! 
 
Mary Graff Bozek ‘62 
(Downers Grove, IL) 
Love being back in Downers Grove. Lived in 
Naperville for 25 years for great schools for Special 
Education. Three children. Anne lives next door. Rob 
one mile away. Our youngest Katie is a resident of 
Misericordia. My husband Robert passed away from a 
5 year battle with cancer on April 15, 2021. We were 
blessed with 55 years of marriage. He attended St. 
Procopius College. I am still great friends with 
Marilyn Koukalik Sak. Hope to see other classmates 
at reunion. 
 
Jean Allen Nickelman ‘63 
(Beavercreek, OH) 
Family filled 2022 in so many ways. Since Covid kept 
them all home for 2 years, five of my six (most with 
families in tow) were finally able to get to our home in 
Mexico. When I returned from Mexico we gathered as 
a family anytime possible: Memorial Day and 
Thanksgiving, Kennedy’s high school graduation (now 
she is cheering for University of Cincinnati), Richie 
and family’s summer trek East for LaCrosse (and then 
my trip to Oregon for Nicki’s 50th birthday), a wedding 
in Kansas on Bud’s side of the family, the annual 
meeting with my siblings, and then the last weeks with 
my sister Kathi in May and June followed by the 
celebration of her life in October.  
Now I take a deep breath and prepare for my months in 
Mexico. Before I do I just want to share my recent 
experience of joy. 
The Nickelmans love sports, as fans and participants. 
Our 5 days of Thanksgiving together were filled with 
sports, cheering for our football and soccer favorites, 
congratulating Chris for his marathon achievements, a 
visit to the Columbus Crew stadium and grandkids 
tossing the football and kicking the soccer ball to each 
other. Then, alone, I watched the USA and Iran soccer 
match the following Tuesday. I saw a piece of 
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I enjoy attending senior get-togethers with friends. I 
also volunteer in the St. Fabian SPRED program and at 
Brookfield Zoo.  
I look forward to SHA Homecoming and seeing former 
(not old!) classmates. 
 
Patricia Dackiw Kemp ‘63 
(Warrenville, IL) 
St. Irene’s Catholic Church keeps me busy with 
volunteering. Our faith community is a very special part 
of my life. Also volunteer with the Warrenville Historic 
Society and Trinity Lutheran Church.  
My 2 grandsons also are a wonderful part of my life. 
 
Mary Gibbney Tomaso ‘63 
(Villa Park, IL) 
I volunteer at local park district calling bingo; in church 
choir – still singing after all these years; love to knit and 
needlepoint; enjoy doing craft fairs and giving the 
things I make to friends and family. 
 
Mary Norman ‘63 
(Wauwatosa, WI) 
I keep busy sorting clothes at a sanctuary for homeless 
people.  
Am discerning whether to become a Lay Salvatorian. 
Like to do yard work. 
 
Rose Splendoria Braido-Hall ’63   
(Island Lake, IL)    
Always brings a smile to my face 
when I think of Sister Laurencia 
(Latin class) calling on me by 
“Gloria” since my last name was 
“Splendoria”. 
Having lost my husband of  
35 years this past April, I am 
praying for discernment of God’s 
plan in my life – after having 
been my Mom’s primary 
caregiver and then my husband’s 
with dementia. I know He has a 
plan. 
 
Barbara Stalmach Hocking ‘63 
(Lombard, IL) 
This year was a perfect example of “You never 
know…”  The big event of the year was both scheduled 
and unexpected. My husband John was scheduled for 
hip replacement surgery on June 16th. All went well and 
he was discharged to home about 7 hours after surgery. 
Our older son Tim was here from Washington to help. 
About 6 hours after John came home, I slipped and fell 
in the family room, and, yes, really, broke MY hip. Tim 
called the paramedics and our younger son Rob met the 
ambulance at the hospital. So … two days apart, same 
hospital, same surgeon, same surgery! After 5 days in 

the hospital, I was discharged to home on our 53rd 
wedding anniversary. 
We learned about the goodness and kindness of people 
– family, friends, and neighbors – who helped us in 
large and small ways through the recovery process. 
Moving a bit more slowly, we got back to gardening 
and had a record 63 plants that we thinned from our 
garden and placed on our parkway that were “adopted” 
by passers-by. I’m looking forward to seeing friends at 
this year’s 60th anniversary of SHA graduation. 
 
Linda Stukalo Blanek-Novak ‘63 
(Western Springs, IL) 
Life is good and we are well & healthy. 
 
Patricia Volp Sullivan ‘63 
(Palm Harbor, FL) 
My husband of 54 years and I have lived in Palm 
Harbor, FL for 25 years. We are both retired and 
relatively healthy. 
I’m into pour painting, so our house looks like a 
Gallery, but I do enjoy still being creative and active. 
My daughter Ann and her family live in Boerne, TX - 
her daughter Jocelyn is a freshman at Texas Tech in 
Lubbock and Oliver is a freshman in H.S.  My son 
Robb is a Colonel in the Marine Corps. He is Chief of 
Staff at MCRD San Diego, CA. His son Aidan is a 
senior at Burlington College in Vermont. 
 
Christine Koukalik Schuur ‘64 
(Lecanto, FL)    
One fond SHA memory is participating in the 
Investiture Ceremony held in the Sunken Garden at 
Sacred Heart Monastery.  
This past year 2022 has also been full of wonderful 
memories. My husband Tom and I traveled to Orange 
County, CA in June to attend two graduation 
ceremonies – our granddaughter’s kindergarten 
graduation, and her brother’s eighth grade graduation – 
both held at the St. Junipero Serra Catholic School. 
This summer, after a memorable visit with family in 
Illinois, we drove to Irondale, AL and on September 2nd 
we attended the Eternal Word Televised Network 
(EWTN) Mass at “Our Lady of the Angels Chapel” 
there. 
My husband and I celebrated our 55th wedding 
anniversary in May and our life together continues to 
be an adventure. 
 
Kathleen Rabon Slucas ‘64 
(South Bend, IN) 
2022 has been a challenge as we made our second 
move in less than two years. Being legally blind and 
unable to drive, we - my youngest daughter (also my 
caretaker) - are currently renting the convent in 
connection with my new parish Corpus Christi, so I can 
walk to church where I attend daily mass and chapel, 

S. Laurencia Bancak 



 

Between doctor visits, physical therapy, and sports 
schedules we’ve been kept very busy. I thank God that 
my health has been good. I’d love to hear from some 
of the boarders. 
 
Carolyn Delo Scutella ‘66 
(Schaumburg, IL)  
To all my Sacred Heart Alumnae Friends: 
I have been enjoying living here at Friendship Village. 
We are still living with Covid-19 restrictions, but we 
can enjoy certain activities. I help in the craft room 
with preparations for our annual Christmas bazaar/fair.  
I also serve on the Spiritual Committee and schedule 
the weekly Resident Rosary Group. I am grateful for 
lessons learned from the Sisters. I hope those attending 
enjoy the Homecoming. 
 
Rosemary Horna Glickley ‘66 
(Midlothian, IL) 
My husband Chuck of 53 years passed away August 
29, 2021 due to a recurrence of colon cancer which we 
thought he had survived 14 years earlier. The hospital 
and staff were kind enough to allow myself and our 2 
sons to stay with him. The hospital was in lockdown 
due to Covid-19. Our wonderful pastor was also able 
to make it in time. He passed peacefully with his 
family around him. This all was a true gift from our 
Lord. 
PS Chuck & Lenard Sodergren graduated the same 
year from Marian Catholic in Chicago Heights. 
PSS Please keep him in your prayers. 
 
 

Note: Alumnae are identified with the year they 
would have graduated, even if they did not 
complete their education at Sacred Heart. 

volunteer to help with school lunches, and still able to 
volunteer at the local county home, also within walking 
distance. I belong to the Altar and Rosary Society and 
Choir and participate in the Fall and Spring Living in 
Faith Sessions. My children are doing well: Alison 
retired from the military and now volunteers with 
Flight for Life; Victoria is lead chef at Four Winds 
Casino; Julia teaches all the science subjects as well as 
other duties in a small public high school in Arizona; 
Matthew works close by, so is able to visit frequently 
and works evenings in a steel cutting plant; Elizabeth is 
my part-time caretaker and is an office manager 
handling accounts payable and receivable for a floral 
wholesaler. 
I am sorry I cannot be with you for the reunion, but you 
all will be in my daily prayers and Mass intentions. I 
hope to make it next year. Would love to hear from any 
of you. My new address is 2836 Corpus Christi Dr, 
South Bend, IN 46628. God bless and watch over you 
all. 
 
Susan Riedy Szczech ‘64 
(Naperville, IL)   
The homecoming luncheon was a very enjoyable 
event! 
 
Marita Schuler Peffley ‘64 
(Oak Lawn, IL)  
This has been a year filled with doctor visits for my 
husband Phil. He has stenosis in his lower back and 
macular degeneration in his left eye. He has received 
shots in both his back and eye. He had a cataract 
removed from his right eye in June and the other will 
be removed in November. I’ve been very busy with 
him and five grandchildren. I have 4 boys and 1 girl. 

 

****  SHA ALUMNAE **** 
 

A very sincere thank you to the Alumnae who have made a dues donation to the SHA Alumnae 
Fund.  We use your donations to print and mail The Echo and the homecoming invitations to almost 
500 Alumnae, as well as for expenses associated with Homecoming.  We ask all of you to consider 

supporting the Alumnae Fund.  Donations may be made at any time.   
 
The Echo - including past issues going back to 2011 - may also be viewed on the 
Sisters’ website at www.shmlisle.org 
 
Stay current with the Sisters at Sacred Heart Monastery by visiting their website 
at www.shmlisle.org or on Facebook (Benedictine Sisters of the Sacred Heart.) 

  ... NEWS FROM OUR ALUMNAE ... 
        (Kathleen Rabon Slucas—continued) 



 

 

In Loving Memory 
 

    Leona Ropinski Bochman ’43  (April 2022) 
    Kathryn “Katie” Kissel Wade ’44  (August 2020) 
    Mary Pakosta Laemmrich ’44  (April 2021) 
    Elizabeth “Betty” Mazur Hines ’45  (February 2022) 
    Dolores “Dolly” DeWitt McNamara ’47  (February 2022) 
 Joan Diederich Davis  ‘47  (August 2017) 
    Helen Henkel Jablonsky ’47  (April 2020) 
    Gidia Basso Fiaoni ’48  (June 2021) 
    Therese O’Dea Mang ’48  (January 2021) 
 Virginia Piscitelli Pfau  ‘48  (February 2018) 
    Mary Ann Rambousek Kuehn ’48  (December 2020) 
    Joan Glavan Seeley ’49  (August 2021) 
 Dolores Kulik Angyus  ‘49  (October 2018) 
    Agnes Schindelar Geyer ’49  (September 2021) 
 Lorraine Diederich Ward  ‘50  (January 2018) 
 Patricia Burns Hanus  ‘52  (December 2014) 
 Marilyn Hanus Holmes  ‘52  (February 2018) 
    Bernice Bleskan Szostak ’55  (December 2021) 
 Mary Wiesbrook  ‘55  (September 2022) 
    Cecile Horvath ’57  (March 2021) 
    Anita Tomassone Masters ’57  (November 2022) 
 Lois Miller LeDuc  ‘59  (December 2018) 
    Amber Rose (Fernande “Fern”) Dapper Kinney ’60  (November 2018) 
    Frances Groesch Vocht ’61  (October 2021) 
 Maralee Kopis  ‘62  (February 2019) 
 Gail Miller Gross  ‘62  (October 2021) 
    Carol Lamlech Blum ’63  (September 2021) 
 Marie Baldwin Fegan  ‘64  (June 2007) 
 

We remember our deceased Alumnae ... 
May they rest in the peace of Christ. 

Note:  Often we are not notified of an Alumna’s death, or we receive word much later.  
Please help keep us more up-to-date. 



 

Homecoming 2022 
(standing) Sister ChrisƟne Kouba, OSB ‘50,  
Terry Vesely Herzog ‘49 
(seated) BernadeƩe Bicek Viskocil ‘49, 
Bernie’s guest Vanda,  
Sister Margaret Mary Schima ‘49 

(Above)  Class of ‘53 
Sister Lois Jean Jensik OSB, Mary Ann Yackley Walz, 
Dorothy Miller Garhan, Alice Salata Kelly 

  —— 
(LeŌ)  Class of ‘58 
Sister Judith Heble, OSB, Pat Vesely Hogan 

Edith Hurtgen Wagner ‘60, Dorothy Mukenschnabl O’Reilly ‘60, Donna Yackley ‘60,  
Rose Feirtag  Heirlien ‘59 



 

 

 

 

Class of 1961 (L to R) 
Maureen Vap Ruf, Rosanne Carter Polich, Carole Payne, Sister Helen Jilek, OSB, Gloria Caracello,  
Peggy Mosquera McCann, Sharon (Maureen’s guest), Barbara Rayniak Buri 

Class of ‘64    
Joyce Duffy, Roberta Anderson, Susan Riedy Szczech, Sister Sharon Marie (Joellen) Stola 

Class of ‘63 
Rita Shimek McIntyre,  
Mary Ann Althoetmar     
 McLoud,  
Joan Brummel Wiczek 

Class of ‘62   Irma Frank Conley, Marilyn Koukalik Sak, Mary Graff Bozek 

Class of ‘57    
Sister Jo Anne Form OSB, Sister Irene Jasien, OSB 



 

 

Class of 1961   
Hi Class of ’61,   
 
Well, here we are going through another round of preventative vaccines, which I believe will be the 
norm from now on.  Hope you are all well and looking forward to 2023. 
 
During 2022, I finally made contact with Carole Payne who now lives in the suburbs.   She had been 
living in Chicago for many years and recently decided to make the move. She was happy to hear we 
would have the Homecoming this year (2022) and was looking forward to attending. 
 
Barb Rayniak Buri and her little dog Daisy visited during the summer and met with me, Gloria Caracello 
and Peggy Mosquera McCann. She was in town to visit her brother and I am sure she never expected 
what happened to her a couple of months later. 
 I know you are aware of the terrible hurricane that hit Florida in 2022 and unfortunately, Barb’s 
home was in its path.  She lives in North Fort Myers and was dealt that blow, literally.  I called her to see 
how she was, but could not get through until she was able to return my call.  She was on her mobile 
phone in her car in her driveway describing the destruction that hit her area.  They had no electricity, 
some of the homes were badly damaged, and there was debris on the streets so it was hard to navigate 
with a car.  She had some damage to her home, but not as bad as others.  Some of the neighbors were 
without food or a way to cook it, so those that could, offered food and a place to cook.  Barb said they all 
came together to help one another.  Because the airport was shut down, she lost her reservation and 
didn’t think she would be able to attend the Homecoming.  But thankfully, by the time of our 
Homecoming, she was able to make it!  And, Barb’s dog Daisy is fine as well.  
 
Also making the trip was Maureen Vap Ruf, who traveled from her home in Missouri with her friend 
Sharon.  We were so glad to see Barb, Maureen and Carole again, and to have our homecoming at 
Sacred Heart in October, 2022, was frosting on the cake.   
 
The luncheon was held in the Villa St. Benedict’s dining area and we had an excellent lunch.  We were 
catered to by a wonderful staff of servers; all we had to do is point and they would fill our plates, and in 
some instances, carry the food to our table.  We all felt pretty special, but, when I thought about it……
we ARE getting older and could probably use all the help we could get.  All in all, it was just great to be 
there and enjoy the afternoon. 
 
After the luncheon, our group went with classmate, Sister Helen Jilek, to visit the Chapel. It had been 
updated through the years and was even more beautiful than I remember as a student.  We reminisced 
about our days at SHA and what we remembered about the Chapel.  It was so quiet and calming there, a 
definite spiritual feeling.   
 
We then went to the lounge area at the Villa, adjacent to the dining area.  (Picture on following page.) 
For those of you that could not make it, you are in our thoughts and prayers.  We miss you and are 
hoping that you keep in touch with an e-mail or phone call as we would love to hear from you.   
 
Take care and stay as healthy as you can. 
Blessings, 
 
Rosanne Carter Polich 
614 Wilson Street 
Downers Grove, IL 60515 
630.968.0464  rpolich@sbcglobal.net 



 

 

 
 

 

 

*  SAVE THE DATE  * 
 

Homecoming luncheon 
2023 

 

Saturday, October 21 

 
 
2023 Anniversary Classes - 
 

 Are you a graduate of 1943, 1948, 1953, 1958, 1963 or even 1968? 
 
Would you like help locating classmates to plan a special get-together on Homecoming 
weekend?  I’m happy to do my best to assist you in finding your friends. 
 
    contact Beth Hemzacek 
    ehemzacek@shmlisle.org 
    630.725.6013 
 
We certainly hope to see many of you at Homecoming 2023! 

Pictured from left to right 
around the table are:  
Maureen Vap Ruf, 
Maureen’s friend and travel 
buddy - Sharon, Carole 
Payne, me - Rosanne Carter 
Polich, Rose Feirtag Herlien  
(class of ’59), Peggy 
Mosquera McCann,  Barb 
Rayniak Buri and Gloria 
Caracello.   



 

Benedictine Sisters of the Sacred Heart 
Sacred Heart Monastery 
1910 Maple Avenue 
Lisle, IL 60532-2164 
 
Editor 
 Beth Hemzacek 
   Development Administrator 
   Alumnae Liaison 
ehemzacek@shmlisle.org 
630-725-6013 

The Echo 

Please Stay in Touch 
Let us know if you have changed your address 

and/or share any interesting news with your SHA Alumnae friends. 
 
 
 

Name _________________________________________________________________________Class of 19______ 
 (First)    (Maiden)     (Last) 
 

Address _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City __________________________________________ State _____________________ Zip ____________________ 
 
Home Phone (             )__________________________Email____________________________________________ 
 

News:_____________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Do you have interesting photos of your SHA years to share? 

Send them along with your news and updates.  Return this form to: 
Benedictine Sisters of the Sacred Heart     c/o Beth Hemzacek 


